From Thinking to Religion:  The Opening of Ideality in 19th Century Protestant Thought by Robbins, Jeffrey W.
Journal for Christian Theological Research
Volume 5 Article 1
2000
From Thinking to Religion: The Opening of
Ideality in 19th Century Protestant Thought
Jeffrey W. Robbins
Syracuse University, jwrobbins11@yahoo.com
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.luthersem.edu/jctr
Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ Luther Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Journal for
Christian Theological Research by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ Luther Seminary. For more information, please contact
akeck001@luthersem.edu.
Recommended Citation
Robbins, Jeffrey W. (2000) "From Thinking to Religion: The Opening of Ideality in 19th Century Protestant Thought," Journal for
Christian Theological Research: Vol. 5 , Article 1.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.luthersem.edu/jctr/vol5/iss2000/1


























































































































































































































12/18/2017 From Thinking to Religion: The Opening of Ideality in 19th Century Protestant Thought
https://web.archive.org/web/20080920070735/http://www.luthersem.edu:80/ctrf/JCTR/Vol05/Robbins.htm 4/4
6. This argument against Schleiermacher has a long and storied history beginning with his contemporary and colleague, Hegel, who argued against the characterization of
religion as a feeling of dependency. For Hegel, if being religious was simply a matter of feeling dependent, then a pet dog would be the model of religiosity. Religion,
according to Hegel, is incomplete without proceeding from indeterminacy to determinacy. Its true nature realizes itself in its objectivity and universality. Accordingly,
Schleiermacher's religious thought characterizes religion only in its most primitive and indeterminate form. Another well­known and outspoken critic of Schleiermacher is the
Twentieth Century Protestant theologian, Karl Barth, who, like Hegel, felt Schleiermacher's thought was lacking by its indeterminacy. For Barth, Schleiermacher's
indeterminacy was an inevitability by its starting point in experience. According to Barth, it is only through the revealed Word of God that we interpret experience, not vice
versa. (back)
7. M. Holmes Hartshorne writes, "Our Western history has given us two great ironists: Socrates and Plato" (1990: xv). (back)
8. See Kierkegaard's admonition to those devoted exclusively to the way of mediation and objectivity, and in effect, defer choice indefinitely, in Either/Or: "You would satiate
the hunger of doubt at the expense of existence" (1973: 100). (back)
9. On truth as subjectivity, Kierkegaard writes, "When the question of the truth is raised subjectively, reflection is directed subjectively to the nature of an individual's
relationship: if only the mode of this relationship is in the truth, the individual is in the truth, even if he should happen to be thus related to what is not true" (1973: 211). (back)
10. Kierkegaard writes, "For to be in a state of mediation is to be finished, while to exist is to become " (1973: 211). (back)
11. For a related point from the psychotherapeutic tradition see Freud�s admonition in his essay, �Observations on �Wild� Analysis" (1963). (back)
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